
Culture, History, 
and Political 
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Kate Smith and The National Anthem

● Kate Smith introduced “God Bless America” in 

1939. She was the original singer and to this day 

her’s is the most popular rendition

● In April 2019, the New York Yankees and 

Philadelphia Flyers stopped playing a recording 

of Kate Smith singing “God Bless America” 

because it emerged that Smith recorded a song 

called “That’s Why Darkies Were Born” in 1931, 

when she was 24

● The Flyers also removed a statue of her from the 

stadium



“But it is also a fact that listening to Smith’s rendition of Irving Berlin’s 
“God Bless America” has been an experience of pure patriotic exhilaration 

for millions of people, most of whom by now have never heard of Kate 
Smith, whose life and career were stellar in every respect beyond two 

songs. Criticize the condescending songs she recorded in the 1930s—and 
move on.” -Daniel Henninger Opinion piece from the Wall Street Journal

Kate Smith and The National Anthem



Chief Wahoo and the Cleveland Indians

Stop at 
3:15

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ehIWY6d2a8


Colin Kaepernick and Nike’s Betsy Ross 
Shoes

● Days before the planned July 4th release of the special edition shoe “Air Max 1,” Nike pulled 
the product, recalling it from retail outlets where, in some cases, it had already been 
distributed

● The last minute pull was over concerns from Colin Kaepernick, the former NFL player and 
flag kneeling Nike spokesman, who said the flag came from a period of slavery and the 
symbol has been appropriated by white nationalist groups

● "Nike made the decision to halt distribution [of the shoe] based on concerns that it could 
unintentionally offend and detract from the nation's patriotic holiday." -Nike press release

● On Twitter, Ted Cruz commented “It’s a good thing Nike only wants to sell shoes to people 
who hate the American flag”

● In reaction to the pull, Republican Arizona governor has retracted oer $1 million in financial 
incentives for Nike’s planned new factory in the state

○ "We don't need to suck up to companies that consciously denigrate our nation's 
history"



● Wahooing Betsy Ross

○ This opinion article mentions all three 
of the cited controversies

Colin Kaepernick and Nike’s Betsy Ross 
Shoes

https://www.wsj.com/articles/wahooing-betsy-ross-11562799662?mod=cx_picks&cx_navSource=cx_picks&cx_tag=poptarget&cx_artPos=1#cxrecs_s


Questions

1. How far is too far? Which, if any, of these examples are appropriate and which are 

overreactions?

2. Does regulating culture  hurt freedom of speech or are they all necessary steps to come 

to terms with our past?

3. What effect does removing these symbols have on our political discourse? Does it push 

people to be more progressive minded or does it push those who silently see these 

things as inoffensive to vote in a man who is the antithesis of it?

a. Long term and short term effects might be important to distinguish here

4. In the case of Kate Smith and the national anthem, are there certain things that once a 

person does makes him/her unable to contribute to culture? Does the time period that 

those things were done matter? 

5. If some or all of these examples are appropriate cultural corrections, how should 

Americans embrace our past culturally?  

a. Or is culturally embracing our past even important? Should we look only to the future?



Columbus murals: Fr. Jenkins’ message to 
the University
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Columbus murals: Fr. Jenkins’ message to 
the University



Fr. John Jenkins, liberal (?)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jLJicdKlD-Q


“When will the Columbus murals actually 
be covered?” 10.8.2019



Questions

6. Do you think Notre Dame’s solution to cover the Columbus murals in the main building was 

the right call? If so, why? If not, what should be done differently?

7. Do you think the conversation about Christopher Columbus being either a good or bad 

person by today’s standards is relevant to the conversation about covering up the murals?

8. What do you think about the phrase “erasing history”?


